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+ Mowing Star Baplist Church History +

Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church was organized in August 24, 1917 as a Mission. Under the leadership of the late
Rev. J. R. Davis, a small group of people formed a mission and rented a storefront on the corner of West 28" and Detroit
Avenue. There were twelve persons present for the first service. The late Rev. J. R. Davis presided. All twelve persons
joined the mission including the late Mr. John Thornton, Mrs. Hattie Foster, Deacon Elbert Folston, Deacon Brown V.
Watson, Mr. H. W. Kimball, Mr. Henry Johnson, Mr. A. Johnson and Mr. Sam Davis. In 1919, the mission became organized
as a church located at 2402 West Superior Avenue. Mrs. Nancy Holt named the church, Morning Star, because she wanted
the church to be a “bright star” for all people to see and attend.

Ministers, Rev. C. C. Ailer and Rev. Freeman were a great help in organizing the church. Nine ministers were called
during this period with each serving only a short time. Rev. Davis served as pastor for one year before ill health forced his
retirement. He was succeeded by Rev. Butler in 1920. From 1923 to 1928, six Ministers served until the Rev. C. C. Stewart
was called.

A church house was purchased on Mulberry Street in 1924, and later the government purchased the property for a housing
project. A place of worship was rented on Detroit Avenue in June of 1925. On the fourth Sunday in July, 1925, this site
was demolished by a bomb; everything was lost but a Bible and a Baptist Hymnal which were left intact. Following this
event, services were held with the Good Saints on Main Avenue. During this time, Rev. Stewart served as pastor and
continued to serve through the end of 1935. Following his departure, the pulpit was vacant for a period of six months.
However, a faithful few tried to carry on.

OnJuly 5, 1936, Rev. S. L. Cole was called as Pastor and became the 10" pastor of Morning Star. He began holding services
in a storefront at 2226 Franklin Avenue. Rev. Cole promised that he would lead them to a church home. In 1939, a house
was purchased at 2674 East 63rd at Beaver Street and remodeled as a church.

In the latter part of 1949, as the congregation began to grow, it was agreed that another church site be purchased. The
membership acquired the property at 650 Parkwood Drive and marched there on the first Sunday in August, 1950. The
mortgage was burned on Parkwood Drive on November 27, 1960. On July 11, 1976, after 40 years of dedicated service,
Solomon L. Cole retired.

On January 22, 1977, Rev. Earl Preston, Jr., was called to pastor and began his pastoral duties on Sunday February 6, 1977
using the personal theme of “Making Our Neighborhood a Brotherhood”. Then on January 30, 1980 the churches official
name was changed to “Morning Star Baptist Church”. In 1987 we began an outreach program to assist young men in the
middle schools. This program mentored 7%, 8" and 9*" graders in good sportsmanship and assisted them in  developing
skills in their preparation for manhood. Rev. Preston developed outreach ministries to meet the needs of many people.

On December 28, 1997, under the leadership of Pastor Preston, the members of Morning Star left their church home on
Parkwood in search of a new place of worship. After the sale of the Parkwood properties, the congregation was temporarily
housed at Glenville High School. During the three years at Glenville High School our ministries grew as well as our families.

On December 17, 2000 Pastor Preston and the congregation moved into the edifice at 10250 Shaker Blvd., where his
commitments and visions never wavered. He initiated the Hot Meals Program; the Rubye Walker Hunger Center, the
R.E.A.D. Literacy Program for adults; the acquisition of the WSEM Program for middle school children; The Toy Give-A-Way,
established in conjunction with the Cleveland Police Department’s Cops, Kids and Christmas; and a summer Children Lunch
Program.

After 35 years of dedicated service to the Lord, the Church, and many people across this great nation of ours, Dr. Earl
Preston, Jr. retired from the pastorate on December 31, 2012.

A meeting was held on January 5, 2013 and Rev. Clarence W. Hall, Jr was nominated and voted in as Interim Pastor. For
more than 3 years Rev. Hall led the church during a difficult time of transition. Finally, at a special meeting called on
February 21, 2016 a vote was taken and Rev. Clarence W. Hall, Jr. was called to be the 12t pastor of Morning Star Baptist
Church and was installed as Pastor on May 15, 2016. He retired in December 2024.

In January, 2025, Rev Ronald Simpson, Sr., was elected to the position of Interim Pastor. On March 29, 2026, the church
officially elected Rev. Ronald Simpson, Sr. as the 13" Pastor of Morning Star Baptist Church.




A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
G@/@émﬁng Our 109th Church /nnivers ay

Greetings in the Name of the Lord,

With hearts filled with gratitude and joy, we are blessed to celebrate the 109th anniversary of Morning
Star Baptist Church. This sacred milestone is more than a remembrance of years gone by; it is a
testimony to the steadfast faithfulness of God, whose grace has sustained this ministry from
generation to generation. We never would have made it this far without his Abundant Grace!

We honor the faithful founders, pastors, leaders, members, families, and friends whose prayers,
sacrifices, and service, helped establish and strengthen this church. We give thanks for every sermon
preached, every song lifted in praise, every life transformed, every burden shared, and every act of
love extended in Christ’'s name.

“For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.”
Psalm 100:5 (KJV)

As we reflect upon our rich heritage, let us also look forward with renewed faith and holy expectation!
The same God who guided those before us is guiding us still. May we remain united in love, steadfast
in prayer, committed to the Word of God, and devoted to serving our community and all who enter our
doors. Together, let us continue building upon the foundation entrusted to us so that future generations
may know the saving grace of Jesus Christ.

On behalf of our church leadership, | extend heartfelt appreciation to everyone who has helped make
this anniversary celebration meaningful. To our members, former members, visiting guests, ministry
partners, and friends: thank you for sharing this joyful occasion with us. May the Lord continue to
bless, keep, and use this congregation as a beacon of hope, healing, worship, and service in our
community and beyond.

Happy 109th Church Anniversary! May our best and most faithful days of ministry still be ahead of us.

In His service and with pastoral love,

Senior. Pastor Ronadd Simpron




MINISTER BRANDON PAUL LEE
=

A native Clevelander, Minister Brandon Paul Lee is a loving,

joyful, and nurturing vessel that believes in the Word of God to its
full capacity. If God said it, it is so.

Hailing from a family lineage of true worshipers, growing up,
Brandon Paul’s entire life has been surround by an atmosphere of
praise!

Baptized at the age of 11, Brandon, follows his family’s footsteps
in a long line of ministerial service unto the Lord. Since the age of
16 Minister Lee, states that through prayer and the study of God’s
Word, he has had many undeniable encounters with God's
“Grace”, From battling depression and many hopeless thoughts
about himself and life in general. At age 16 on his own bed, he
cried out to God to “show me who you are, Lord!” Since that time
Brandon has had many personal encounters with God’s love and grace.

These encounters led Brandon to experience living the “reality” of God’s Word, through Jesus Christ,
which led to him learning to submit his life wholly to the spirit of God, and this TRUTH and REALITY
became the main fixture of Brandon’s life; preaching, teaching, and LIVING THE WORD...

In 2010 Brandon Paul Lee became, a licensed and ordained minister, under the leadership of Apostles
Richard and Sammie Bunkley Jr.,, founders of the Freedom Christian Assembly, located in Cleveland, Ohio,
where he now serves as the Youth Pastor. Armed with Jeremiah 9:24 24 But let him that glorieth glory in
this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment,
and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the Lord, Minister Lee’s “go to inspirational
scripture’, it Minister Lee’s desire to announce, reveal, and exclaim just how real God is and can be in a

Believers life!

Through the gift of revelation, prophecy and the power of the
Holy Spirit, Minister Lee teaches with an excitement and fervency
that is a testimony of his faith and relationship with Christ Jesus.
His ministering is so very real and inspirational, that all who hear
it, have no choice but to catch on fire as he delivers the Word in
the “realist” form most have ever heard!

In September of 2016 Minister Lee, became the youth Pastor for
Freedom Christian Assembly. His youthful vigor, along with his
mature understanding of God’s Word, coupled with his love for
God and godliness, allows him to introduce the reality of God and
his Word as truth to the children of God, thereby setting a firm foundation that will keep them rooted and
grounded in the Word of God throughout their entire life.

Minister Lee is always looking for avenues to share the Word of God, and continues to seek God’s wisdom
in his day to day life. He is very conscious that although he has been walking with the Lord for a while, he
believes that being intentional in worship and humility, and if the Lord allows he has many more years in
which to serve and spread the good news, that the REAILITY OF LIFE IN CHRIST IS TRUE AND LIVING.
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T MINISTER ZENAR CHRISTOPHER DELK

Zenar Christopher Delk is a minister of the
Gospel and a devoted member of Morning Star
Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio, where he
serves as Director of Music and Fine Arts. His
unique spiritual journey began in the Fire
Baptized Holiness Church, continued through
the Church of God in Christ, included an
education in the Catholic school system, and
culminated in ministry within the Baptist
tradition. This rich and diverse faith
background has equipped him to preach God’s
Word with theological balance, passion, power,
and conviction.

In addition to his ministry, Chris honorably
served nearly 30 years with the Cleveland Police
Department. Throughout his distinguished law
enforcement career, he held the positions of
patrol officer, detective, and academy
instructor. He earned both bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in Christian Counseling and is a federally certified domestic
violence instructor.

Drawing from his extensive experience in leadership, education, and counseling,
Chris developed a professional development curriculum titled Tactful
Communications. This comprehensive training program focuses on strengthening
interpersonal and workplace relationships through effective communication. His
expertise has led him to train and coach administrators, managers, educators,
students, and professionals at organizations including the University of Michigan
(Ann Arbor), Central Michigan University, Marriott Hotels, Ritz-Carlton Hotels, and
nonprofit organizations such as the YWCA and IMPACT Community Action.

Chris is deeply committed to serving his community. He has served on the boards of
the Cleveland Arts and Science Academy and STEAM charter schools and currently
serves on the Board of Directors for the Ohio Council of Community Schools, a
statewide organization that supports charter schools and their governing boards.

Affectionately known as “Brother Chris,” he has been married to his beloved wife,
L. Monique Delk, for 36 years. Together they are the proud parents of Alexandria
and Joshua Delk. Above all, Chris is passionate about his faith, his family, and
serving the Lord Jesus Christ. In his leisure time, he enjoys playing golf with his
father and cherishes conversations with his mother about life’s many experiences.
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~ Pastor, Foustina Rence Cauford ~

Pastor Kristina Renee Crawford answered the call of God at the age of 27, stepping
into her purpose to preach and share His Word with boldness, compassion, and
unwavering faith. From that moment forward, she has dedicated her life to ministry,
serving as a vessel for God’s love and truth.

She has been faithfully married to her husband,
Pastor Stephen F. Crawford, for 42 years.
Together, they have built not only a strong and
loving family, but also a powerful ministry rooted
in faith, unity, and service. They are the proud
parents of a 23-year-old daughter, and Pastor
Crawford carries a nurturing, motherly spirit that
extends far beyond her own family.

An anointed woman of God, Pastor Crawford is
known for her deep compassion, wisdom, and
heart for people. She has helped guide, uplift,
and inspire many individuals to grow spiritually,
pursue their purpose, and strengthen their
relationship with Christ.

Alongside her husband, she has recently co-

founded Morning Glory The Gathering Place, a ministry devoted to welcoming all,
restoring hope, and leading souls to Christ. Her mission is clear: to reach the lost,
encourage the broken, and faithfully serve God in every season.

Pastor Crawford continues to walk in obedience, striving each day to fulfill God’s calling
on her life until He calls her home.
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Pastor Ronald Simpson. S

Is a native of Cleveland, Ohio. He graduated from
Glenville High School and earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Business Management from
University of Phoenix. Completed Biblical Studies
coursework from Moody Bible Institute evening
school. He is currently employed as a Senior Analyst
in Supply Chain Management at Cleveland Clinic
and is a licensed real estate agent with Century 21
HomeStar.

Pastor Simpson accepted Christ as his Lord and
Savior in October 1979 and became a member of
Morning Star Baptist Church under the leadership of
the late Dr. Earl Preston, Jr. There he served as a
deacon for 5 years and was one of the original
teachers initiating the Teen Ministry.

He acknowledged his calling to the preaching of
Gospel in April 1991, served as an Adult Bible Study
Teacher and later as the Coordinator of the Men’s
Ministry.

After years of faithful ministry, Pastor Simpson was ordained at Morning Star by Pastor
Clarence Hall, Jr. in 2021. Upon the retirement of Pastor Clarence W. Hall, Jr., in
December 2024, the church elected Pastor Simpson to the position of Interim Senior
Pastor. During a special meeting on March 29, 2026, the church officially elected him
to become the 13" Pastor of Morning Star Baptist Church.

Pastor Simpson is a devoted family man, husband to his wife of 45 years Katherine
Simpson, the father of two children and two grandchildren. Hobbies include football,
baseball and basketball, playing the guitar, a love for restoring classic automobiles, RV
camping, and BBQ grilling. But the greatest Joy is his Love for the LORD; Preaching
the Word of God and Ministering to All People with a goal of leading them to become
Disciples of Christ.
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