CALL AND GROWTH

Monica parked in front of Verlee’s house. It had been a while, but
she’d made this trip before. There were times when Verlee seemed
to disappear. She’d back out of plans, ignore phone calls, and stop
showing up to church.

When they were younger, Monica hadn’t understood why Verlee
would withdraw. Monica assumed that Verlee was pretentious, that
Verlee didn’t put God first, and that was why she would skip church.

That was, until one Bible study night a few years back. The wom-
en in Monica’s small group, including Verlee, set aside a few weeks
throughout the year for each woman to share a testimony. When
Verlee’s night came, she shared about her lifelong struggle with anx-
iety and depression. She knew Christ had saved her and brought her
into new life. But even many years into her walk with Christ, she still
faced mental health struggles. They had never gone away, but her
perspective was changed.

On that night, Monica realized that all the times Verlee had disap-
peared were because of these struggles. And Monica’s first reaction
in those times had always been of judgment. Monica was ashamed
of herself.

Since then, Monica had come to the Lord in prayer, asking Him
to help her learn from her mistakes. And now, Verlee had become
one of her closest friends. When Verlee withdrew, Monica knew
what to do.

She hopsin her car, grabs some of her friend’s favorite treats, and
doesn’t think twice about stopping by to visit.

1 What sorts of turning points have defined the direction of your
life, going one way instead of another?

2 Do you think we tend to minimize our failures when we tell our
faith story? Why or why not?
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Matthew 4:18—20;

Matthew 4:18—20;

18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Gal-
ilee, saw two brethren, Simon called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting
a net into the sea: for they were fish-
ers. 19 And he saith unto them, Follow
me, and I will make you fishers of men.
20 And they straightway left their nets,
and followed him.

16 And Simon Peter answered and said,
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv-
ing God.

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him,
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee,
but my Father which is in heaven. 18
And I say also unto thee, That thou art
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea
of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon
called Peter and his brother Andrew.
They were casting a net into the lake,
for they were fishermen. 1° “Come,
follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send
you out to fish for people.” 20 At once
they left their nets and followed him.

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are
the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.”

17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah, for this was not
revealed to you by flesh and blood,
but by my Father in heaven. 18 And
I tell you that you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not overcome
it.”

Peter’s Calling and Confession

Peter and his brother, Andrew, are fishermen. Their livelihood de-
pends on catching as many fish as possible each time they go out on
their boat. They cast large nets, made of rope and weights, into the
water and draw them back, hopefully full of fish. The work is hard
and, at times, unreliable. They depend on the weather, the water,
and their equipment to bring in money.

Jesus is living in Capernaum and has recently begun His minis-
try preaching, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near”
(Matt. 4:17). Jesus sees these fishermen at their work, and He calls
for them to follow. It is a great honor to be invited to follow a re-
ligious teacher, but it is no light commitment. Peter and Andrew
would need to set aside their nets, the very tools they use to make
a living, in order to pursue Jesus. Following won’t only mean phys-
ically walking with this person. They will also need to develop a
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close relationship with Jesus and devote themselves to listening and
applying His message. It is a commitment to leave every other re-
sponsibility behind and to fully invest in being a student. Still, Peter
and his brother left their nets behind as they commit to following
Jesus’ instructions (Matt. 4:20).

Probably more than two years go by before the events of Mat-
thew 16. With a new understanding, and as fishers of people, they
see Jesus healing many who are sick (Matt. 4:23), calming the storm
on the boat (Matt. 8:23—27), raising Jairus’ daughter back to life
(Matt. 9:18—26), and feeding thousands with a few loaves and fish
(Matt. 15:29—38). Do you think the disciples knew how special Jesus
was?

Jesus wanted to clarify exactly who He was, and He asked the dis-
ciples a question: “Who do you say [ am?” (Matt. 16:15). Imagine the
possible answers that were going through the disciples’ minds: a
good friend, a wise teacher, the greatest miracle-worker since Elijah.
Peter, one of the first to follow, answers the question. Greater than
all other answers, Peter correctly identifies Jesus as the Messiah (or
Christ), the Son of the living God (Matt. 16:16).

Jesus affirms this answer; He is the Messiah. But Jesus also affirms
Peter and his faith. His clarity comes from the heavenly Father (see
Matt. 17:5). And Peter is the sort of person whom God needs. Jesus
is going to build His church, and Peter is going to be key to the foun-
dation. Even the fearsome powers of evil will not overwhelm or de-
stroy the assembly of Christ’s followers (Matt. 16:18).

1 What might be the hardest thing for you to abandon to follow
Jesus?

2 How would you answer if someone asked, “Who is this Jesus?”
3 Has the church that Jesus built survived the powers of evil? How

do you know?
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John 21:15-18; John 21:15-18;
2 Peter 3:14—15; 3:18 KJV N IV 2 Peter 3:14—15; 3:18

15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to
Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest
thou me more than these?

He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest
that Ilove thee.

He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.

16 He saith to him again the second time, Si-
mon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?

He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest
that Ilove thee.

He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

17He saith unto him the third time, Simon,
son of Jonas, lovest thou me?

Peter was grieved because he said unto him
the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said
unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things;
thou knowest that I love thee.

Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 18 Ver-
ily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast
young, thou girdest thyself, and walkedst
whither thou wouldest: but when thou
shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy
hands, and another shall gird thee, and car-
ry thee whither thou wouldest not.

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look
for such things, be diligent that ye may be
found of him in peace, without spot, and
blameless. 15 And account that the long-
suffering of our Lord is salvation; even as
our beloved brother Paul also according to
the wisdom given unto him hath written
unto you;

18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him
be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John,
do youlove me more than these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love
you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”

16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John,
doyoulove me?”

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that
Ilove you.”

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”

17 The third time he said to him, “Simon
son of John, do you love me?”

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him
the third time, “Do you love me?” He
said, “Lord, you know all things; you
know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very tru-
ly I tell you, when you were younger you
dressed yourself and went where you
wanted; but when you are old you will
stretch out your hands, and someone
else will dress you and lead you where
you do not want to go.”

14 §o then, dear friends, since you are
looking forward to this, make every ef-
fort to be found spotless, blameless and
at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that
our Lord’s patience means salvation, just
as our dear brother Paul also wrote you
with the wisdom that God gave him.

18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him
be glory both now and forever! Amen.
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Peter’s Charge and Challenge

The first passage from John 21 is a tender moment between Jesus
and Peter. Jesus asks Peter if he loves Him. During Jesus’ trial, Peter
had denied knowing Jesus. He ran away and was not present when
Jesus faced the humiliation of the cross (Matt. 26:31; John 18:25—27).
Peter probably wonders, Does Jesus hold this against me? Will He
take back His words to me?

Peter says, “Lord . . . you know that I love you” (John 21:15-16). But
when Jesus asks the question a third time, Peter is grieved. He thinks
this could be the moment that Jesus is questioning his loyalty. But
Jesus wants to settle something in Peter’s mind. If Peter loves Jesus,
then he must show it by feeding Jesus’ sheep—which means being
the kind of selfless leader whom Jesus calls him to be. This task is
so vital that Jesus repeats it three times. Jesus warns Peter that the
way is difficult, and Peter must be resolute (John 21:18).

From the epistle of 2 Peter, we catch a glimpse of where Peter’s
journey as a leader has gone. Peter is near the end of his life, and he
looks forward to Jesus’ return (2 Peter 3:14). Even though believers
will struggle with sin, the goal is to be like Jesus: spotless, blame-
less, and peaceful. Peter doesn’t want believers to lose heart if Jesus
does not return soon. He consoles them that God’s patience is not
something to grumble about, for “[God’s] patience means salvation”
(v. 15). The same Jesus who gave Peter another chance is patiently
waiting to welcome all who come to Him.

1 How should believers handle their stories of failure?

2 Why do you think that Jesus made the point of insisting that
Peter feed His sheep?

3 What kind of emotions do you have when you think about
Christ’s return?
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Just Like Peter

I've always felt that Peter was one of the most relatable charac-
ters in Scripture. Here is a working man who stepped out in faith.
Then, he discovered that his teacher is actually God’s long-await-
ed Messiah. Although Peter failed Jesus, Jesus loved Peter and reaf-
firmed his calling, inviting Peter to respond by loving and serving
others in the ministry of the church. Peter served by sharing the
message with thousands of people—the church’s first mass preacher
(Acts 2:14—41). He followed through and cared for others, witnessing
the birth and growth of the early Christian movement. His final chal-
lenge is to be like Jesus, to grow in grace and the knowledge of Him.

We can learn several lessons from Peter’s life. First, Jesus invites us
to follow, like He did for Peter. Peter had to leave behind his previous
way of life. Have you stepped out in faith to follow Jesus? It means
more than thinking that Jesus is a good man, a worthy leader, or a
moral teacher. It means knowing Jesus is God incarnate, the Savior.

Second, Peter shows that it is possible for the most noble of us to
fail. Even those who are exceptionally dedicated to Jesus will strug-
gle with sin, temptation, and the desire to give up. No person is with-
out sin, and none of us has reason to brag (1 John 1:8). Instead of
hiding, our task is to rededicate ourselves to following Jesus after
we fail. Jesus forgave Peter, and Jesus forgives and loves His follow-
ers—even in their brokenness.

Finally, Jesus asks you to show love by serving others. This service
will cost you. You'll have to give of your time, energy, and more. But
each sacrifice for Jesus is meaningful, for Jesus considers our love
for others to be the same as serving Him (see Matt. 25:31—46). In
other words, Peter shows us that real people can have a powerful
ministry for the kingdom.

1 How and when did you decide to follow Jesus?
2 When have you chosen to hide instead of coming back to Jesus?

3 What is the hardest area for you to sacrifice in order to bless
someone else?
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Get Real

The invitation for the week ahead is to choose one imperative (in-
spired by Peter’s story) as a focus for prayer and action. Circle one
of the statements below, and ask a partner to pray with you over
this invitation.

Follow the Lord Jesus, leaving former ways of life behind.

Be honest with God and others about your weaknesses and past
failures.

Reflect the love of Jesus in ministry service, until Christ returns.

Key Text

He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou
me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time,
Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all
things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed
my sheep. —John 21:17 KJV

The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love
me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do
you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that
I love you?” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” —John 21:17 NIV

Quiet Hour® and Cross Daily Bible Readings

Week of January 26 through January 31

Mon. Psalm 22:22—28—A Community of Testimony and Praise.
Tue. Ephesians 1:15-23—A Community of Hope-Filled Heirs.
Wed. Matthew 16:13—20—A Community with Divine Authority.
Thu. Ecclesiastes 4:7-12—A Community Made Strong Together.
Fri. Psalm 150—A Community United in Worship.

Sat.  Mark 4:26—32—A Community Silently Growing.

Next Week: Mark 4:26—32; Ephesians 4:4—6, 11—18

We’ll continue talking about the growth of the early church. Can you
name one place in your life where you’ve witnessed growth and devel-
opment?
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