
Treasure

The � rst thing Andrew did was to � nd his brother Simon 
and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the 
Christ) (John 1:41).

Scripture: John 1:37-42
Song: “More Precious than Silver”

As I swung my metal detector across the ground on a hot sum-
mer day, it began beeping. My brother and I had been in the yard 
of an old home for a couple of hours, but we hadn’t found anything 
interesting. Before giving up for the day, I decided to dig one last 
hole where the detector had indicated. Happily, I unearthed a gold 
class ring from 1922! Right away I showed my brother the treasure 
I’d found.

After spending the day with Jesus, the � rst thing Andrew did was 
to tell his brother, Simon, that he had found the Messiah. Andrew 
had found what he’d been looking for, and he didn’t hesitate to 
share the news. In fact, he did more than just tell Simon about 
Jesus. He took Simon to Jesus. It seems that Andrew realized there 
was no one and nothing more valuable than the Christ.

When we’re excited about something, we want to tell others 
about it right away. For followers of Jesus, it’s natural to look for 
opportunities to tell others about Him. We can � nd and share no 
greater treasure than Jesus, the Messiah!

Father, I want to always be ready to tell others about Your precious Son. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.

April 1–7. Jake Follis is a minister living in Oklahoma with his wife and daughter. He is an award-
winning storyteller and enjoys reading and writing.
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Heavy Lifting

They said among themselves, Who shall roll us away 
the stone from the door of the sepulchre? And when they 
looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was 
very great (Mark 16:3-4, KJV). 

Scripture: Mark 16:1-8
Song: “How Great Thou Art” 

As a healthcare professional in a leadership role, I’m often in 
meetings where we discuss projects involving multiple people and 
departments. It’s common in these discussions for someone to de-
scribe a challenging aspect of a project as “heavy lifting.” Merriam-
Webster de� nes heavy lifting as “a burdensome or laborious duty.” 
I can attest from personal experience that when “heavy lifting” is 
required to complete a project, it is indeed challenging and some-
times very dif� cult. Occasionally, however, an individual or team 
will volunteer to complete the most dif� cult tasks, and I breathe a 
sigh of relief: the really hard work will be done for me. 

Jesus volunteered to do the ultimate heavy lifting for each of us 
condemned sinners. Jesus knew that the weight of sin—like the 
stone covering Jesus’ tomb—was far too heavy for us to move on 
our own. But when He chose to pay our debt on the cross, He lifted 
sin’s crushing burden and took it out of the way.

When we trust in Jesus as our Savior, we receive the gift of new 
life in Him through the wonderful miracle of salvation. Our sins are 
forgiven, and we step into a life where we can live free from the 
weight of sin.

Father, thank You that through the cross, the weight of condemnation has been lifted 
from my life forever. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Thirst Quencher

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be 
thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will 
never thirst” (John 4:13-14).

Scripture: John 4:4-18
Song: “Springs of Living Water”

After experiencing some health problems, I realized that I needed 
to drink more water and fewer soft drinks and coffee. I knew it was 
going to be a struggle for me to drink the amount of water that I 
should, so I bought a water bottle that used Bluetooth technol-
ogy to communicate with my phone. It tracked how much water I 
was drinking every day, and it helped me stay hydrated. The bottle 
would even light up to alert me that it was time to take a drink! 

The Samaritan woman was at the well because she needed wa-
ter to quench her physical thirst. When Jesus offered her living 
water, she was excited about the idea of never being thirsty again. 
She thought she would no longer need to come to the well! But 
Jesus was offering something that was even better than that. He 
was offering to quench her soul’s thirst. 

Throughout the day, no matter how often I drank water, even-
tually my high-tech bottle would light up again. I’ve noticed, too, 
that no matter how much I try to quench the thirst of my soul with 
anything other than Jesus, I remain spiritually thirsty. But the liv-
ing water Jesus offers is really what I need. Only He can give the 
abundant and eternal life that my soul needs.

Father, I don’t want my soul to be thirsty. Thank You for Your living water. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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Who’s on the Throne?

A glorious throne, exalted from the beginning, is the place 
of our sanctuary (Jeremiah 17:12).

Scripture: Jeremiah 17:12-17
Song: “Before the Throne of God Above”

Built around 200 AD near Hadrian’s Wall in northern England, 
the Temple of Mithras was a place for Roman soldiers and civilians 
to worship the pagan god known for killing a sacred bull and feast-
ing with the god of the sun. Sometimes Mithras and other pagan 
gods were portrayed as sitting on thrones engraved with imagery of 
power and dominion. 

In today’s passage, the prophet Jeremiah describes a very dif-
ferent kind of throne: the Lord’s throne is “glorious” and “exalted 
from the beginning.” It is not a throne fashioned by craftsmen at 
some point in history. It is not a throne carved by human hands. In 
fact, the prophet Isaiah wrote, “This is what the LORD says: ‘Heaven 
is my throne, and the earth is my footstool’” (Isaiah 66:1).

The one who occupies the throne of Heaven is the one of whom 
Jeremiah says, “Heal me, LORD, and I will be healed; save me and 
I will be saved, for you are the one I praise” (Jeremiah 17:14). No 
one who has cried out to Mithras has ever been saved or healed. In 
fact, you can stand in the ruins of the Temple of Mithras today. But 
the throne of our Lord “is the place of our sanctuary” (v. 12), and it 
will stand for eternity to comfort and bless God’s people.  

Father, forgive me for turning to what cannot save me. You are my King and my God! 
In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Story Time

Come and hear, all you who fear God; let me tell you what 
he has done for me (Psalm 66:16).

Scripture: Psalm 66:1-5, 13-20
Song: “I Love to Tell the Story”

I was once asked to share some storytelling tips and tricks with 
8th-grade students at a local public school. I was concerned that 
the students might not be very interested in what I had to say, 
so I decided to begin by helping them realize the signi� cant role 
that stories play in their lives. After that, they’d be more likely to 
appreciate the importance of storytelling. Sure enough, once they 
recognized that they encounter stories everywhere and that they 
all have stories to tell, they were open to learning about how to tell 
a good story.

The author of Psalm 66 had an important story to tell. It was a 
story of God’s glory, power, and provision. The psalmist urged the 
audience to listen, for God had done many amazing things through-
out history and throughout the psalmist’s life. This story was one 
that must be told!

We can be thankful that we get to read about the tremendous 
stories of redemption recorded throughout God’s Word. But we 
also need to remember that we are a part of His bigger story. When 
we tell others the story of what God has done for us, we are telling 
more than just a good story. We are telling the greatest story!  

Father, I know that I have a life-giving story to tell. Give me opportunities to tell the 
story of what You’ve done for me. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Apr i l  5

See for Yourself

[The Samaritan people] said to the woman, “We no longer 
believe just because of what you said; now we have heard 
for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior 
of the world” (John 4:42).

Scripture: John 4:19-29, 39-42
Song: “I Will Sing the Wondrous Story”

A friend invited me to go to a concert with him. I wasn’t familiar 
with the band, and the music genre wasn’t my favorite, so I wasn’t 
particularly excited about attending. But based on my friend’s testi-
mony, I decided to go. I ended up loving the show! In fact over the 
next few years, I convinced others to see the band perform. Once 
others witnessed the live concert for themselves, they became fans 
too.

The Samaritan woman didn’t keep her encounter with Jesus 
to herself, and her testimony about Him made a big impact. She 
invited others to come and know for themselves what she had 
experienced. John’s Gospel tells us that once the other townsfolk 
heard Jesus, they believed in Him as well. Because there was some-
thing so incredible about His teaching, these people from Samaria 
understood that they were hearing the very words of the Messiah.

Our testimony about the difference Jesus has made in our lives 
has the power to draw others to Christ. But this won’t happen if 
we keep our story a secret. Like the Samaritan woman, we must 
be willing to share what Jesus has done in our lives and then invite 
others to come and see for themselves.

Father, help me to make the most of every opportunity to share my testimony with 
others. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Dumpsters and Sunsets

Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were 
� lled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things 
today” (Luke 5:26).

Scripture: Luke 5:17-26
Song: “Indescribable”

I was on a walk with my family on a beautiful October evening. 
Looking west, I noticed a dumpster over� owing with garbage in 
the parking lot of a business. There was trash everywhere. “Look at 
that disgusting parking lot,” I commented. “Look at that awesome 
sunset,” my wife said at the exact same time. Although we had 
both been looking the same direction, I saw something completely 
different than what my wife saw. I was focused on the negative, 
while she was focused on the remarkable.

A crowd of people had gathered in a house as Jesus healed the 
sick and taught. Because the house was so full, one group of men 
lowered their paralyzed friend down into the house from the roof. 
They believed that Jesus could heal him, and they were willing to 
do whatever it took to get their friend to the Messiah. Jesus forgave 
the man’s sins and healed him. Some called Jesus a blasphemer. 
Others were � lled with awe.

The Pharisees failed to see the remarkable, even when it was 
right in front of them. We can be guilty of that also. If we’re not 
careful, we can miss what God is doing because we are focused on 
the wrong things. Instead, at the end of each day, may we be able 
to say, “We have seen remarkable things today!” 

Father, despite all the negative in this world, help me to be fi lled with awe at Your 
remarkable work. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Apr i l  7

Uncharted Territory

I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? 
And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 
(Isaiah 6:8).

Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8
Song: “Here Am I, Send Me”

A World War II veteran was considering whether to move into 
a facility that could provide all the care she would need long-term. 
It was a dif� cult decision. Her mind was still sharp. She was fairly 
mobile. Moving into a facility would change everything about her 
life. As she considered all these things, she was reminded that God 
is in control and that in the facility, God could use her to accom-
plish His purpose.

The Lord revealed His glory to Isaiah in an astounding way. What 
the prophet saw was so overwhelming that he cried out, “Woe to 
me! . . . I am ruined!” (Isaiah 6:5). But when the Lord needed a 
messenger, Isaiah did not hesitate to volunteer. Isaiah knew that 
the one who was seated on the throne had a plan and a purpose 
for him. When the moment came for Isaiah to be used for that pur-
pose, he exclaimed, “Here am I. Send me!” (v. 8).

When we feel reluctant to go into uncharted territory, it is im-
portant to remember who is on the throne. We can be sure that 
God has a purpose for each of us, and He does not expect us to 
accomplish that purpose on our own. When we say, “Send me,” 
Jesus says, “I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20).

Father, I know You are on the throne and in control. I will go where You send me. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.
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